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Energetics (LLE), a $4 million increase over
last year.

| strongly support this funding for LLE,
which is a unique national resource and one
of the crown jewels of New York State. One
of two lasers at LLE, the OMEGA laser is the
world’s second most powerful ultraviolet fusion
laser in the world. The second of LLE’s lasers,
the OMEGA EP (Extended Performance)
laser, is a high-intensity, high-energy short-
pulse laser. The LLE is a vital component of
our nation’s scientific capital and leadership, a
key to strategic work on an independent en-
ergy future, a leader in developing innovative
approaches to enhancing our national security,
and a crucial part of New York’s high-tech
economy. It also serves as the principal laser
research facility for Los Alamos and Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratories.

The LLE has attracted nearly $2 billion to
the State of New York and more than 1,000
individuals whose jobs are tied to the program.
The laser lab also provides a strong stimulus
to the local economy through start-up compa-
nies such as QED Technologies, Lucid Inc.,
and Sydor Instruments, fueling New York
State’s rapidly growing high-technology sector.
Through the National Laser Users Facility, the
LLE attracts as many as 300 additional sci-
entists each year from national laboratories,
universities, and companies, and continues to
produce some of the best and brightest Mas-
ter’'s and Ph.D. students.

If there’s any place the Federal Government
should be investing, it's in the laser lab’s re-
search programs, which create jobs through
the creation of spin-off companies. The work
they are doing in high energy density research
is remarkable, working every day to get us
closer to energy independence and enhance
our national security. | am proud of the LLE’s
contribution to the vibrant, growing high-tech
community of Rochester.
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Ginger Andenucio, an educator from
Pueblo, Colorado. After 36 years of service in
Pueblo County District 70, Ms. Andenucio is
retiring to spend time with her family and
friends.

Ms. Andenucio has had an exemplary ca-
reer as an educator and an administrator in
District 70. Long before she began her career
as a teacher, she was a student in the District,
and after college, Ms. Andenucio was drawn
to working in there. During her time in the
classroom, she would teach at the elementary,
middle and high school levels. After teaching
for 20 years, Ms. Andenucio began working in
the administration, where she was tasked with
building District 70’s gifted and talented pro-
gram. From there, she climbed the ladder,
eventually becoming the Assistant Super-
intendent. Under her leadership, District 70
launched programs such as Gateway to Tech-
nology, the International Baccalaureate pro-
gram, and Project Lead the Way. Ms.
Andenucio also led the transition to modernize
classrooms by bringing laptops and Prome-
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thean boards to schools. Throughout this pe-
riod, she has had one goal in mind, to create
a better learning experience for the students
of District 70.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Andenucio’s hard work
and dedication are an example to us all. |
stand with the residents of Pueblo County and
the students and parents of District 70 in
thanking Ms. Andenucio and congratulating
her on a lifetime of service. Although she is
retiring from her current post, | am confident
she will continue to be a valuable part of her
community, and | look forward to seeing all
she will accomplish in the years to come.

————
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the 40th anniversary of the 1974
Turkish invasion of Cyprus and to call for the
end to Turkey’s continued and illegal occupa-
tion.

The Greek Cypriot community continues to
struggle and face the denial of its fundamental
human rights. Turkish troops and colonists
from mainland Turkey based in the occupied
area prevent thousands of Greek Cypriots
from returning to their homes, and those who
chose to stay in the occupied region face daily
threats and discrimination. Their properties are
often confiscated or sold without their consent.
They face daily religious persecution, as Turk-
ish troops restrict access to and destroy reli-
gious sites, and constrain freedom of worship.

Turkey continues to obstruct attempts to dis-
cover the fate of military and civilian personnel
who have been unaccounted for since the in-
vasion 40 years ago Turkey has prevented the
exhumation of mass graves in its restricted
military areas, even under the offer of U.N. su-
pervision.

Fortunately, Cyprus’s government continues
in its commitment to a U.N.-sponsored proc-
ess to reach a lasting solution that would cre-
ate a bizonal, bicommunal federation respect-
ful of the human rights of all Cypriots, Greek
or Turkish. Last year, President Anastasiades
proposed several measures which would sig-
nificantly contribute to the negotiating process,
and recently, the leaders of both Cypriot com-
munities issued a Joint Statement which lays
a strong foundation for future talks. The United
States has welcomed both of these develop-
ments as crucial steps toward a lasting solu-
tion. Regrettably, the Turkish government has
not only rejected all of these proposals, but
also exercises “gunboat diplomacy” to inter-
fere with legal oil and gas explorations in the
Cypriot Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

Forty years is too long for a people to be
denied their basic rights. It is too long to be
separated from one’s family and one’s home.
It is time to make Cyprus an example of rec-
onciliation, peace, and stability for the eastern
Mediterranean, and for the international com-
munity at-large.
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
403—"aye” (MTR) and rolicall No. 404—"no”
(final passage H.R. 4718).
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Dr. Shainy Varghese, an assistant
professor at the University of Houston—YVic-
toria (UHV) School of Nursing, who is a recipi-
ent of the Nurses.com Giving Excellence
Meaning Award of Texas. Dr. Varghese is the
first person from UHV to receive the award.
Her award came in the House, Community
and Ambulatory Care category. Varghese and
five other Texas finalists will advance to the
national contest where they will compete with
nurses from other regions.

It was Dr. Varghese’s community involve-
ment that set her apart from the three other
regional finalists. She started her own nurse-
managed clinic, which is rare for a nurse prac-
titioner, and gives medical care to anyone in
need. This clinic has improved access to pri-
mary care in Fort Bend County. Aside from
this award, Dr. Varghese was awarded the Ex-
cellence in Nursing Bronze Medal by the Good
Samaritan Foundation in 2012. She has been
a permanent member of the staff at UHV
since 2009 where her research specialty is
telehealth.

Our community is lucky to have Dr.
Varghese who is actively making a difference
in our community and educating our future
nurses. On behalf of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional District of Texas, best of luck to Dr.
Varghese and congratulations on becoming a
finalist for this prestigious award.

———
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Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the 40th anniversary of the Turkish in-
vasion of Cyprus. In 1974, Turkey invaded the
island of Cyprus reportedly to protect Turkish
Cypriots from tensions with Greek Cypriots.
Turkey then launched a second phase of the
invasion which resulted in 1,500 missing
Greek Cypriots, an estimated 5,000 civilian
deaths and 170,000 refugees. In 1983, the
Turkish Cypriot occupied area declared itself
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus,
though it has never been recognized by any
country other than Turkey.

Currently, around 40,000 Turkish troops pa-
trol the occupied area, making the northern
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